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Dear Ms Mieke Beentjes and Mr Koos van de Bij, 
  
On behalf of the International Confederation of Midwives (ICM) I would like to thank you for your 
continued support of Franka Cadée as ICM President. Through your support Franka has been able to 
dedicate her time to strengthening midwives globally. The ICM represent 132 Midwifery 
Associations in 113 countries worldwide, we are the unified voice of more than 500.000 midwives. 
Franka plays a significant role in determining the strategic direction of ICM as well as walking the talk 
as a proud midwife leader globally.   
 
Midwives and women stand shoulder to shoulder to increase respectful maternity care and reduce 
the maternal and neonatal mortality and morbidity rate. Midwives ensure that women get the right 
care at the right time. We know that evidence points to midwives as the most significant healthcare 
professional in achieving all the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): good health and well-being 
for people (SDG 3) and the gender equality (SDG 5) in particular. It is for this reason that ICM has 
the vision that every woman worldwide should have access to a midwife. We contribute towards 
this by strengthening the midwifery education, registration and unify our voice through our Member 
Associations.  

 
Further to our Triennial Strategic Plan attached please refer to the link of our online monthly news 
bulletin and newsletter for partners and midwives, to keep informed of all our activities free of 
charge: https://www.internationalmidwives.org/news/icm-newsletters.html  
  
It must make you proud to have such a distinguished and dedicated midwife supporting the cause of 
women in your country.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Sally Pairman 
Chief Executive International Confederation of Midwives 
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